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Dear Madam: 

In response to the restriction requirement made within the Office Action dated May 12, 
2009, Applicant, through its representative and attorney, hereby provisionally elect, with traverse, 
the invention of Group II, claims 10-1 1, for further prosecution. 

It is respectfully submitted that the subject matter of all claims is sufficiently related that 
a thorough search of the subject matter of any one group of claims would necessarily encompass a 
search for the subject matter of the remaining claims. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the 
search and examination of the entire application could be made without serious burden. See MPEP 
803 which is stated that "if the search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes 
claims that are distinct or independent inventions" (emphasis added). 



Additionally, the Examiner admits that the common technical feature of Groups I and II 
is microwave-excited volume-wave plasma discharge in the gas for sterilization. Thus Groups I and 
II relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. Applicant reserves the right to amend 
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claims to further include technical features to maintain the unity of invention in response to a 
potential non-final office action. 

Please note that Applicant also reserves the right to file divisional application(s) 
covering the subject matter of the non-elected Group. Applicant also reserves the right to rejoin the 
non-elected Group. 

Please charge $130.00 to Deposit Account No. 18-0013 as required under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 
(a). If additional costs are required, please treat this as authorization to charge such further costs. 

Dated: June 29, 2009 Respectfully submitted, 
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